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‘US to take resolute steps to support 

Taiwan amid China’s | 
g 

  

PTUME WASHINGTON: 

hina’s actions to” 
( idateand coerce’ ‘t 

following US How: 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi's visit to 
Taipel are fundamentally at 
odds with thegual of peace and 
stability, the White House has 
said, asserting that the US 
would take “calm and resolute” 
steps to support the self-ruled 
island. 
China's ruling Communist 

party has long claimed sover- 
eignty over Taiwan. Beijing 

insists its “one-China principle 
would bar most incumbent 
foreign government officials 
from selling foot on the island. 

‘The People's Liberation 
Ansay announced war gamesin 

      

Praise, Wo 
AP Bt TEHRAN 

‘ranians reacted with praise 
and worry on Saturday over 

the attack on navelist Salman. 
Rushdie, the target of a decedes- 
‘old fatwa by the late Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Rultoliah 
Khomeini calling for his death. 

It remains unclear why 
Rushdie’ attacker, identitied by 

police os Ladi Matar of Fairview, 
Kew Jersey, stabbad the author 
as he prepared to spatk at an 

event on Friday in western New 
York, 

Iran's theocratic govern- 
ment and its state-run media 
have assigned no motive to the 
assault, [sul in Tehran, some Wwill- 
ing to speak to The Associated 
Press offered praise foran attack 
targeting a wter thy belive 
tarnished the Islamic faith with 

his 1988 book “The Satanic 
ferses’. 

In the streets of Iran's eap- 
ital, images of the late Ayatollah, 
Ruhollah Khomeint stil poer 

by. 

  

dawn al passer 
“1 don't know Salman 

Rushdie, but ! am happy to hear 
that he was attacked since he 
insultual lam," said Reza Amiri, 
27-year-old detiveryman. “This 
is the fae for anybody who 
insults sanctitics” 

Others, however, worried 
aloud that fran could become 
even more cul off from the 
world as fensions remain high 
over ils tattered nuclear deal 

“[ feel those who did it are 

LOST & FOUND 
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Va sunday pioneer 
NEW DELHI| SUNDAY | AUGUST 14, 2022 

any Strait from 

0 is the highest- 
ranking US leader to have vis~ 
ited Taiwan in 25 years, left 
faipet after high-level meel- 

  

       

  

ngs. 
Later, the Chinese miliiary 

extended the war games, sur- 
rounding Taiwan, which 
Beijing views as a rebel 
province that must be reunified 
with the mainland, even by 
fore, 

China on Wednesday 
warned that Beijing will organ- 
ise regular combat patrols asa 
new normal lo enforce fis one- 
China policy. 

"China's actions are fun- 
damentally at odds with the 
youl of peace and stability. 

rry in| 

   

  

     

    
said 

ar-otd 
try ng to isolate Iran,” 
Mahshid Barat, a 39-y 
egraphy teacher, “Fhis will 

negatively affect relations with 
many — even Russia and 
China” 

  

  

  

Khomeini, in poor health in 
the List year of his life after the 
grinding, stalemate 1980s fran- 
Trag wardecimated thecountry's 
economy, issued the fatwa on 
Rushdic in 1989. 

‘The Islamic edict came 
amid a violent uproar in the 
‘Maslim world over the novel, 
Which some viewed as blasphe- 
imously making suggestions 
about the Prophet Muham- 
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‘They are part of an intensified 
pressure campaign against 
‘Taiwan, which has not ended, 
and we expect it to continue to 
unfold in the coming weeks 
and months,” Kurt Campbell, 
Deputy Assistant to the 
President and Coordinater for 

the Indo Pacific, told reporters 
during.a conference call 

“The goal of this campaign 
is clear — to intimidate and 

coerce Taiwan and undermine 
its resilience,” he said. 

‘The US, he said, will “con- 
tinue to take calm and resolute 
steps to uphold peace and sta~ 
bilily in the face of Beijing's 
ongoing efforts to undermine 
it,” and to support 2 
line with its longstanding pol- 
icy. 

  

    
  

  

  

    

    

aS 
a Naas! 

mod's li 
“Lwould Bike to inform all 

the intrepid Muslims in the 
world that the author of the 
book entitled Satanic Verses _. 
‘As well as those publishers who- 
were aware of ils contents, are 
hereby sentenced to death” 
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AP i BANGKOK 

he Chinese air force is 
sending fighter jets and 

bombers io Thailand foe ajoint 
‘exercise with the Thai military 
‘on Sunday    will include 
airsupport, sirikes on ground 
targels and small and large- 
scale troop deployment, the 
Chinese Defense Ministry: 
in a slatcment posted on 

  

  China's expanding mili- 
ry activities in the Asia- 

Pacific region havealarmed the 
United States and its allies 
and form. part of a growing 
competition between the 
world’s two largest economics. 

US Defence Secretary 
Loyd Austin visited Thailand 
in June as part of an effort to 
strengthen what he called 
‘America’s “onparallcled net- 
work of alliances and partner- 
ships’ in the segion. 

‘The Faleon Strike exercise   

China sending fighter jets to 

‘Thailand for joint exercises 

   

  

  
will be held at the Udorn 
Royal Thai Air Force Base in 
northern ‘Thailand near the 
border with Laos. Thai fight- 
erjetsandai early warn 
ing aircraft from both coun- 
ities will also take part. 

‘The training comes as the 
US. Holds combat drills in 
Indonesia with Indonesia, 
Australia, Japan and Singapore 
in the Jargest iteration ofthe 
Super Garuda Shield exercis- 
es since they began in 2009, 

It also follows China's 
sending warships, muissilesand 
aircraft into the waters and air, 

AP EE WASHINGTON 

Peebles in Congress 
who are relying on Donald 

‘Trump to excite voters in the 
fall elections are noi only 
duending the former president 
against the FBI search of his 
Mar-a-Lago home but politi- 
cally capitalising on it with 
grave and potentially danger- 
ous rhetoric against the nation’s 
justice system. 

‘The party that once stood 

  

  has dramatically reversed 
  

ran after Rushdie attack; 
Stabber showed 
sympathy to 
causes of Iran’s 
Revolutionary 
Guards: Report 
PTL Ba NEW YORK 

he 24-year-old man 
detained in connection 

with the stabbing of Mumbai- 
orn controversial author 

Salman Rushdie was sympa- 
thetic to "Shia extremisny’ and 
the causes of Iran's Islamic 

  

  Govt quiet 
‘Salman once 
complained about — geese 

too much security ‘kraine's health minister 

around him’ has accused Russian 
authorities of committing 

Tit NEW YORK " crime against humanity’ b: 
blocking access to alforlable 

alman Rushdie, who was medicines in areas ils forces 

attacked and stabbed onstage have occupied since invading 
at a literary event here, has pre- country 5 1/2 months ago. 

viously complained about having. In an interview with ‘The 
too much security around him, Associated Press, Ukrainian 
according 1 a media report on 
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staunchly for law-and-ordor 

course, stirring up opposition 
to the FIL and tapping into 
political grievances and far- 
tight conspiracies that fed the 
deadiy January 6, 2021, attack 
on the US Capitol. 

It's all part of the GOP's 
election year strategy to hamess: 

voter outrage aver the unprece- 
denied search, quickly and 
unequivocally set in motion as 
Trump hosted a dozen 
Republicans for dinner of steak 
and scallops at his private 
Bedminster club the day aficr 
the FLL action. 

  

  

Health Minister Viktor Liashko: 
said Russian authorities repeat 
edly have blocked efforts to 

  

GOP backs Trump, 
escalates dark rhetoric 

after FBI search 
One Republican at the 

table, Rep. Troy Nehls of Texas, 
a former sheriff, said he told the 
former president “loud and 
clear” that it’s time to protect 

himself politically by declaring 
his 2024 campaign for the 
presidency. 

“Mr. President, I said, the 
American people, your sup- 
porters, are concerned with this: 
corrupt DOJ and the FBI” 

“If L were you, sir, anno- 
unce you're runnin, for presi- 
dent,” Nehls recalled telling 
“Trump. “Take that doubt, take 
thatansiety away from the peo- 

ple that want you to be our 47th 
president” 

‘The escalating rhetoric 
comes amid stark warnings of 
violence against law enforce- 
ment, including the Ohio 

police shooting on Thursday of 
an armed man clad in body 

armour who tried to breach the 
PLL's Sncinnal office and 
engaged in an hours-lon, 

stead, fe 
The day before, FBI 

Director Christopher Wray had 
called the threais to agents 
and DO} “deplorable. 

  

  

Russia blocking access to 
medicines, says Ukrainian Min 

provide state-subsidised drugs 
to people in occupied cities, 
towns and villages. 

“Throughout the entire six 
months of war, Russia has not 
(allowed) proper humanitarian 
corridors so we could provide 
our own medicines to the 
patients that need them, 
Liashko said, speaking at the 
Health Ministry in Kyiv late on 
Friday. 

  

Saturday. The Mumbai-born 
writer, who faced Islamist death 

threats for years after writing 
“Lhe Satanic Verses", wa 
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