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‘US to take resolute steps to support

PTIEE ASHINGTOR

hina's actions §
C:\h!e and cocrc
5 Bl
Taipei arc fandamentally al
odds with he goat of praceand
stability, the White House has
said, asserting that the US
would fake “calmand resoluee”
steps to-support the self-ruled
island.

Chinas ruling Communist
party has ong claimed sover-
cigny over Taiwan. Beijing
insists its “ome-China principle
would bar most incumbent
foreign government officials
from telling foot on (he island.

The People's Liberation
Army announeed war gamesin

aiwan amid China’s i

{he husy Taian Strait fom
August 4 1o 7 the day after

, who is the highest-
ranking US leader to have vis-

ited Taiwan in 25 years, lefl
Taipel after high-level meel:
ings.

Later, the Chinese mililary
extended the war games, sur-
rounding Faiwan, which
Beijing views as a rebel
provinee that must bereunificd
with the mwinlind, even by
force,

China on Wednesday
warned that Beijing will organ-
ise regular combal patrolsas a
new normal o enfuece iis one-
China policy.

"Cliina’s actions are fun-

amentally at odds with the
goul of peace and stability.

“They are part of an inlensified
pressure campaign against
Taiwan, which has not ended,
and we expext it o confinue &
unfold in the coming weeks
andt months,” Kurt Compbell,
Deputy Assistant 1o the
President and Coordinator for
the Indo Pacific, told reporters
during a conference call,

“The goal of this campaign
is clear — o intimidate and
coerce Taiwan and undermine
its resilience,” he said.

The US, he said, will “con-
tinye to lake calm and resolute
steps to uphold peace and sta-
bilily in the face of Ueifing's
ongoing efforts 1o undezmine
it, and to support i
Tine wilh its longstanding pol-
iy,

ntimidation’

AP i BARGKOK

he Chincse air force is
ling_ fighter jets and
ombegs 10 Thatland EL( ajoint
excreise with the Thai military

will include
airsugport, sieikes oo ground
targels and small and large-
Ka?i! woep deployment, the
Chinese Deferse Ministry sald
in a statement posted on il
website.

Ching’s expanding mili-
lary activilies in the Asia-
Pacific region haveatarmicd the
Uniled States and its allies
and form part of a growing
compelition between the
world's o largest econoniics.

US Defence Secrelary
Lloyd Austin visited Thailand
in June as part of an effort 1o
strengthen what he called
Americds "onparalicled nel-
work of allisncesand pariner-
ships” in the region.

“The Faleon Strike exercise

China sending fighter jets to
"Thailand for joint exercises

will be held at the Udorn
Royal Thai Air Force Base in

northern Thailand near the
border with Lans. Thai fght-
e jets and airborne enrly wirn-
ing aireratt from both coun-
tries will also tuke part.

Thetraining comes as the
US. Hulds combal drills in
Indonesia with Tndonesia,
Ausiralia, Jepan and Singipore
in the larpest ficration of the
Super Garu

Shield exercis-
s since tiey b

n in 2009,
It also follows China’s
sending warships, missilesand
aircraft into (he waters and air
an in a threaten-
S,

Naney ito
the self-raled island, which
China claims as its territory.

world 05

GOP backs Trump,
escalates dark rhetoric

after

" p—;

AP B WASHINGEON

cpublicans in Congress

who are relying on Donald
Trump (0 excite voters in Lthe
fall elections are noi only
defending the former president
against lit FBI search of his
Mar-a-Lago home but politi-
cally capitalising on it with
grave and potentially danger-
ous thetorie against (he nation's

justice systen.

The party thal onge stood
staunchly for law-end-order
has dramatically reversed

FBI search

course, stirring up opposition
to the FBI and lapping into
political grievances and far
right conspiracies that fed the
deadiy January 6, 2021, attack
on the US Capilol.

1t's all part of the GOP's
election year stratcgy to hamess
woler outrage over Lhe unprece-
dented search, quickly and
unequivecally seLin motion as
Trump hosted a dozen
Republicans for dinnerof sieak
and scallops at his private
Bedminster <lub the day afier
the FUL aclion.

One Republican at the
1able, Rep. Troy Nehls of Texas,
a former sheriff, said he told the
former president “loud and
clear” that it's lime to protect
himself politically by declaring
his 2024 campaign for the
presidency.

" Mr. Presidont, I said, the
Amicrican people, your sup-
porters, are concerncd with this
corrupt DOJ and the FBL”

“[i | were you, sir, anno-
unce you're running for presi-
dent,” Nehls recalled telling
Trump. Take that doub, take
ithat anxdety away from the peo-
ple that want you to be our 47th
president”

The escalating rhetoric
cemes amid stark waenings of
violence against law enfor,
ment, including the Ohio
police shooling on Thursday of
an armed man clad in body
armpur who Lried to breach the
FUl's Cincinnali office and
engaged in an hours-long
standofl.

The day before, FBI
Director Christopher Wray had
called the threats o agents
and DOJ “deplorible’

Praisg, wo

AP 18 TEHRAN

'[mman; neacted with praise
and worry on Saturday over
the attack on novdist Salman
Rushdie, the taget of a decades-
old fatwa by the lae Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomelni calling forhis death.

It remains unclear why
Rushdic’s attacker, identified by
police o Lladli Matar of Fairview,
Neuw Jersey, stabbed e auther
as he prepared to spoak al on
eventon Friday investern New
York.

Iran’s theocratic govem-
ment and its state-run medin
have assigned no motive to the
assaull. 15l In Tehran, some will:
ing 1o speak to The Assaciated
Pressolfered prise foran altack.
targaling a writer Lh?' clieve
tarnished the Idamic faidy with
his 1088 book “The Satanic
Vepses™

T the streets of Iran's cap-

il fmages of theTate Ayatollaby
Ruliollah Khemelni still peer
o passers-by.

1 don't kapw Salman
Tuishelic, bl 1 am happy 1 hear
that e was aitacked since he
Lsultod [slam,”said Reza Amiri,
2 27-year-old deliveryman.” his
is the fae for anybody who
insiiles sanctitizs”

Otliers, howenver, worried
aloud that ran could become
even more cul off from the
ain high
deal
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iry in Iran a

teyin
Mahshid Barati, a 39-year-ol
geography feacher. “Hhis will
negatively affect reltions with
miany — even Russia and
China”

Khomeini, in poor health in
thie List year of his Lfe afier the
gorinding, stalemate 19305 Iran-
Traq wardecimated thecouniry’s
issued the flwa on

1989,

The Telamic edict came
amid a violent uproar in the
Mustim world over the novel,
which some viewad as blasphe-
monsly making suggestions
about the Prophet Muaham-

to isolate Iran,” said
ld
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"1 wonld Tike to fnform all
the Inteepid Muslims in the
world that the auther of the
bopk entitled Satani 3

as those publishers who
wire awane of fis contents, ane
hereby sentenced 1o death,”
Khameini suid in Fd y 1959,
according to Teh

He added: "V
Killed! doisg this will be negard-
ol asa martyrand will go diect-
ly to heaven.”

Early on Saterday, Tranian
stale acle 8 point tonue
one man identified 2s being
killed while Lrying to carry out
the fatwa.

Stabber showed
sympathy fo
causes of lran's
Revolutionary
Guards: Repori

PTI% HEWY YORK

he 24-year-old man

detained in connection
with Lhe stabbing of Mumbai-
born controversial author
Salman Rushdie was sympa-
theticto "Shia extremism” and
the causes of Iran's Tslamic
Revalutionary Guard Corps,
according Lo @ media repori.

Rushdic, whoe facced
Ikumist death (hreats for years
after writing “The Satanic
Verses”, was stabbed an stage
on Friday while hie was being,
introduced at he event of the
Chautauqua Institution in
Western New York.

fter Rushdie attack; Govt quiet

*Salman once
complained about
too much security
around him’

PTHES HEW YORK

alman Rushdie, whe was

attacked and stabbed on stige
at a literary event here, has pre-
siously compliined about having
100 much security sround him,
acconding to a media repurt on
Saurday. The Mumbai-born

Russia blocking access to
medicines, says Ukrainian Min

AP E KYIV

keaine'’s health mindster
hos accused Russian
authorities of commilling 8
erinic apainst humanity by
blocking access o affordable
medicines in arcas fis forces
have occupicd since invading
try 5 142 months ago.

I an intervicw with ‘The
Associated Press, Ukrainian

Health Minister Viktor Lisshko
said Russian authorities repeat-
edly have blocked efforts 1o

provide state-subsidised drugs
tn people in occupied cilics,
towns.and villages.

“Throughoul the entire six
months of war, Russia has not
(aliowed) proper humanitarian
carridors so we could provide
our own medicines to the
patients that need them
Liashko said, speaking at the
Health Ministry in Kyivlate on
Friday.

wriler, who faced tslamist death
tareats for years afier writing
“The Satamic Verses”, was
stabbed by a 2-year-old Now
Jersey resident identified as Hadi
‘Mataron stape on Friday while
he was being introduced al the
cvenl of the Chaulauqua
Lnstitution in Weslern Ni

A bloodied Rushdie was
airlified froma field adjacent to
the venue teva haspital
western Pennsylvania,
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