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ISI behind K’taka hijab row, fuels radicalisation in southern States: Experts

PIL filed in SC seeking implementation of common
dress code for staff, students in all edu institutions

Pak media raking
up Issue to portary
India in bad light

RAKESH K SINGH B NEW DELHI

The Karnataka hijab contro-
versy is a "creation of
Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI)". The ISIs
radicalistion project to fuel
trouble in the South Indian
State was underway for over a
month through the Barre
Sagher movement of the Al
Qaeda that has recruited a
large number of radical Muslim
clerics, mostly in southern
States to radicalize communi-
ty youth, said experts tracking
terrorism and radicalization
in the Indian Subcontinent.

Incidentally, the Taliban
has also launched a proactive
global hijab movement to coin-
cide with the events in
Karnataka in order to give a
voice to the Muslim women to
insist on wearing the Islamic
dress in educational institu-
tions.

IST’s terror cohorts like
Lashkar-e-Tayabba (LeT) and
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM)
managed to shoot a video of

burga burning by Tajik-origin
minor Afghan girls on January
3 and this video clip was wide-
ly circulated in Pakistan
through various local
WhatsApp groups to portray
the same as an incident record-
ed in India.

Subsequently,  Anas
Haqqani, head of the Pakistan-
backed Haqqani Network,
launched a campaign for mak-
ing Hijab compulsory after the
Pakistani propaganda.
Pakistani media outlets are
also playing up the incident
widely to portray India in bad
light and give Islamabad the
opportunity to rake up the
issue at multilateral fora like the
Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) and United
Nations (UN).

To give credence to the ISI
propaganda and insidious
design, the Pakistan govern-
ment on Wednesday sum-
moned the Indian Charge d'af-
faires in Islamabad on
Wednesday to convey grave
concern and condemnation of
the “deeply reprehensible act”
in Karnataka.

“Both the gullible young
Muslim students as well as the
right wing youth groups fell
into the Pakistani trap inad-

New Delhi: A PIL was filed in
the Supreme Court on Saturday
in the wake of the Karnataka
‘hijab’ row and it seeks a direc-
tion to the Centre, States and
Union Territories to imple-
ment a common dress code for
staffers and students in regis-
tered educational institutions
for securing equality and pro-
moting fraternity and nation-
al integration.

On Friday; other cases per-
taining to the ‘hijab’ contro-
versy were mentioned for
urgent hearing before the top
court, which took note of the
pendency before the three-
judge bench in the Karnataka
High Court, and said it would

vertently and out of ignorance
are pitted against one another.
Unfortunately, even a large
section of the mainstream
media is also playing into the
Pakistani agenda by not por-
traying the issue in proper
perspective,” counter-terror-
ism expert Dr Rituraj Mate
said. The Barre Sagheer move-

protect the Constitutional
rights of every citizen and take
up cases at an “appropriate
time”.

The high court, in an inter-
im order, meanwhile, asked the
state government to reopen
educational institutions and
restrained students from wear-
ing saffron shawls, scarves,
hijab and any religious flag
within the classroom in insti-
tutions which have prescribed
a student dress code or uni-
form.

It is scheduled to resume
hearing on February 14.

The fresh PIL , which has
been filed by Nikhil Upadhyay
through lawyers Ashwini

ment of the Al Qaeda is being
patronized by the Imran Khan
regime in Pakistan as part of
the ongoing Pakistan military-
ISI complex of perpetrating low
intensity conflicts (LIC)
through innovative but radical
measures to destablise India,
both on the political as well as
economic fronts, Dr Mate said.

Upadhyay and Ashwani Dubey
in the apex court, also sought
a direction to the Centre to set
up a judicial commission or an
expert panel to suggest steps for
inculcating values of “social and
economic justice, socialism
secularism and democracy and
to promote fraternity dignity
unity and national integration
among the students”.
“Alternatively, being cus-
todian of the Constitution and
protector of fundamental
rights, direct the Law
Commission of India to pre-
pare a report suggesting steps
to secure social equality and to
promote fraternity dignity
unity and national integration

The poster girl of the hijab
movement Bibi Muskan Khan,
a second-year commerce stu-
dent at PES College of Arts,
Science and Commerce,
Mandya, Karnataka is on
record praising the college
management saying nobody
from the educational institu-
tion administration has asked

within three months,” it said.
Besides the Centre, states
and the union territories, the
PIL has made the Law
Commission a party and
sought a direction to respon-
dent authorities “to strictly
implement a Common Dress
Code for staff and students in
all the registered and recog-
nized educational institutions
in order to secure equality of
status and social equality and
to promote fraternity dignity
unity national
integration”It referred to cer-
tain protests held in the nation-
al capital on February 10
against the ‘hijab’ curbs in
Karnataka. PTI

her to remove her hijab.

“My principal is with me,
my lecturers are with me.
Nobody has ever asked me to
remove my hijab. They were
asking me to come to college as
usual. They are protecting me;
Muskan has reportedly said.

On Tuesday, Muskan
arrived at her college gates

wearing a hijab and burqa but
she was stopped by a group of
men who demanded that she
remove the Islamic dress. She,
however, did not budge and
entered the college as usual
retorting, “Allah Hu Akbar” in
response to Jai Shri Ram chants
by the group opposing her.

Muskan has herself said
she did not recognize the youth
group that heckled her, terming
them as “outsiders”, not from
her college.

But her position is not
being widely circulated in the
media, complicating the rela-
tionship between students of
various religious denomina-
tions.

The Pakistani media is
selectively playing the alleged
heckling story without pro-
jecting the incident in complete
perspective as part of its dubi-
ous designs to malign India.

Karnataka Education
Minister BC Nagesh has said
Campus Front of India, the stu-
dent wing of the radical group
Popular Front of India is
behind the hijab controversy in
the State.

The hijab issue has also
reached the Karnataka High
Court seeking adjudication on
the “right” of wearing hijab on

the educational campuses in
the State.

The Barre Sagheer move-
ment was launched in 2008-09
by Al Qaeda in collusion with
the ISI in anticipation of the
withdrawal of foreign forces
from Afghanistan sooner or
later. It has been operational in
India for the past over four
years.

The Barre Sagheer move-
ment’s objective was to identi-
fy like-minded outfits of cler-
ics and bring them under one
umbrella to ramp up radical-
ization and subsequently create
Taliban-like movements in the
South Asian region, initially
through a network of over
ground sympathisers and sub-
sequently through radical
movements.

The other objective was to
elicit a united voice of these
outfits of clerics to express
solidarity with Taliban in get-
ting international recognition
after the exit of the US and
allied forces from Afghanistan.

The agenda of achieving
the objectives of the Barre
Sagheer movement was tasked
by the Al Qaeda to Haqqani
Network and Taliban was com-
mitted to facilitate such like-
minded outfits.

‘Iejas to participate in Singapore Air Show

India has sent three desi combat aircraft to Feb 15-18 air show

PNS B NEW DELHI

n an effort to showcase the

growing defence manufac-
turing capabilities, India has
sent three indigenously
designed and manufactured
Tejas light combat aircraft for
the prestigious Singapore Air
Show.

Giving details here on
Saturday, IAF officials said
Tejas aircraft have reached
Changi International Airport in
Singapore to participate in the
‘Singapore Air Show-2022" The
Air Show will be held from
February 15 to 18. Singapore
Air Show is a biennial event
which provides a platform for
the global aviation industry to
showcase their products.

The upcoming Tejas aero-
batic display comes days after
India and the Philippines inked
the biggest and first ever export

The Light Combat Aircraft {LCA) Tejas of the Indian Air Force. LCA Tejas will
participate in the Singapore Air Show 2022, to be held from February 15 to 18 PTI

deal for Brahmos supersonic
cruise missiles. The deal is
worth over 337 million dollars.

India is aiming at export-
ing defence equipment worth
over five billion dollars by
2024.

The IAF will be pitching
the indigenous Tejas MK-I
alongside participants from
across the world. The Tejas air-
craft will be enthralling the
audience with its display of
low-level aerobatics display-

ing its superior handling char-
acteristics and maneuverabili-
ty, officials said.

The participation of IAF in
the Air Show provides India
with the opportunity to show-
case the Tejas aircraft and to
interact with counterparts from
RSAF (Royal Singapore Air
Force) and other participating
contingents.

In the past, Indian Air
Force had participated in sim-
ilar Air Shows like LIMA-2019
in Malaysia and Dubai Air
Show-2021 to exhibit indige-
nous aircraft and formation
aerobatic teams.

Giving a push to the export
endeavour, the Union Cabinet
in 2020 gave its go-ahead to the
sale of Akash missile systems to
friendly foreign countries and
created a high-powered panel
for swifter approval to export
of military hardware.

The committee to speed up
exports has the defence minis-
ter, external affairs minister and
the national security advisor on
board. Several foreign countries
have shown interest in the
Akash missile system during
international and local defence
exhibitions.

Apart from authorising the
export of defence platforms, the
mandate of the committee is to
explore opportunities for the
government-to-government
sale of military hardware to for-
eign countries.

The defence ministry
awarded a ?48,000-crore con-
tract to the Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited(HAL)last
year for 83 LCA Mk-1A jets for
IAE The first Mk-1A aircraft
will be delivered to the air force
by March 2024, with the rest
slated to join its combat fleet by
2029.

26 places in Bihar, Jkhand, AP Odisha
raided in Maoist terror financing case

Weapons, 59
live catridges,
digital devices,
naxal literature,
narcotics seized
PNS B NEW DELHI

he National Investigation

Agency (NIA) on Saturday
conducted searches at 26 loca-
tions in Bihar, Jharkhand,
Andhra Pradesh and Odisha in
connection with a Maoist ter-
ror funding case of Bihar and
Jharkhand.

The NIA in coordination
with local police, Bihar STF
(Special Task Force) and CRPF
(Central Reserve Police Force)
conducted searches at multiple

locations pertaining to the
accused persons and suspects
in the districts of Jehanabad (8),
Patna rural (2), Arwal (1),
Nalanda (1), Gaya (8), Nawada
(1) and Aurangabad (2) in
Bihar. It also conducted search-
es at one location each in
Koderma (Tharkhand),
Bhubaneshwar (Odisha) and
Nellore (Andhra Pradesh), the
NIA said in a statement.

The case pertains to net-

work of terror financing being
operated by Communist Party
of India (Maoist) cadres and
OGWs (over ground workers)
in the Magadh region of
Bihar.

“In furtherance of their
sinister motive, attempts are
being made to raise funds for
procurement of arms and
ammunitions and recruitment
of new cadres in liaison with
incarcerated Naxals, Over
Ground Workers (OGWs) in
various jails in order to revive
and strengthen Naxal activities
in this region,” it said.

During the searches, three
country-made pistols, one .315
bore rifle, 59 live rounds, sev-
eral digital devices, Naxal lit-
erature, incriminating docu-
ments and 4 kg of suspected
narcotics have been seized, it

added.

Assets of recontesting MLAs see huge increase

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

That politics is a lucrative
profession is evident from
the fact that out of the 37 re-
contesting MLAs in Goa, assets
of 35 of them (95%) have
increased ranging from 2 per
cent to 236 per cent. Similarly,
assets of all 51 MLAs re-con-
testing elections in
Uttarakhand have also
increased ranging from 3 per
cent to 740
per cent.

As per data compiled by
the Association of Democratic
Reforms (ADR), Michael
Vincent Lobo, a Congress can-
didates contesting from
Calangute constituency in Goa
has declared maximum
increase in assets with an

increase of ¥38.31 crores, from
%54.59 crores in 2017 t0 392.91
crores in 2022. Similarly, BJP
candidate Atanasio Monserrate
from Panaji seat, has increased
by X 26.87 crores, from T 21.61
crores in 2017 to T48.48 crores
in 2022.

Assets of Vijai Sardesai of
Goa Forward Party from
Fatorda constituency have risen
by 322.40 crores, from 314.75
crores in 2017 to 337.16 crores
in 2022.

The data showed that the
average assets of these 37 re-
contesting MLAs in Goa field-
ed by various parties including
independents in 2017 was Rs
10.24 crores, which rose to Rs
16.77 crores in 2022. The aver-
age asset growth for these 37 re-
contesting MLAs, between the

Goa Assembly Elections of
2017 and 2022 is Rs 6.53 crores
while the percentage of growth
of these MLAs is 64
per cent.

Being in power in Goa, the
average assets of 22 re-con-
testing candidates of BJP has
increased from Rs 9.34 crore in
2017 to Rs 15.14 crore in 2022.
Five independent candidates
average assets has increased
from Rs 7 .73 crore in 2017 to
Rs 11.95 crore in 2022.
Similarly, the average increase
in four Congress candidates is
68 per cent as compared to
2017.

Similarly, the average assets
of these 51 re-contesting MLAs
in Uttarakhand, fielded by var-
ious parties including inde-
pendents in 2017 was Rs 4.72

crores which increased to Rs
7.05 crore in 2022.

The average percentage
growth in assets for these 51 re-
contesting MLAs is 49 per
cent. Rekha Arya a BJP can-
didate from Someshwar ( SC)
in Uttarakhand has declared
assets worth Rs 25.20 crore as
compared to Rs 12.78 crore in
2017.

Assets of Qazi Mohammad
Nizamuddin of the Congress
from Manglore seat has
increased by Rs 10.80 Crores,
from Rs 21.30 Crores in 2017
to Rs 32.10 Crores in
2022.

Similarly, assets of Pradeep
Batra of BJP from Roorkee seat
have risen by Rs 8.25 Crores,
from Rs 3.81 Crores in 2017 to
Rs 12.06 crores in 2022.

Air India, Air Asia to accept each others

PNS B NEW DELHI

n what can be seen as a step

to minimise inconvenience
to travellers, Air India and
AirAsia India, both owned by
the Tata Group, have decided
to accept each other’s domes-
tic passengers in case one car-
rier’s flights are disrupted. They
have a combined fleet strength
of 233 aircraft. The arrange-
ment, effective for two years
starting from this month, will
enable airport teams of both
Air India and AirAsia to offer
alternative first available flights
so that inconvenience to pas-
sengers is minimised.

The two have signed an
“interline considerations on
irregular operations” (IROPs)
agreement for two years that is

L %

valid up to February 9, 2024, to
offer “first available alternate
flights to minimise inconve-
nience to passengers.”

“The carriage of passengers
shall be on an ‘as available’ basis

as determined by the airport
manager of accepting airline.
Decision of airport manager of
accepting airline would be final
as regards availability of seats,”
says the IROPs agreement.

DASSeNgers

The agreement says that the
departure of Air India should
not be affected on account of
acceptance of stranded pas-
sengers of Air Asia India.

"The agreement under dis-
cussion is a standard agreement
airlines enter with each other to
re-accommodate guests in the
event of last minute disrup-
tions.

We already have similar
agreements with almost all
other Indian carriers,” an
AirAsia spokesperson said in a
statement on Saturday.

However, carriage of pas-
sengers will be on an "as avail-
able" basis as determined by the
airport manager of accepting
airline, it stated. Last month,
Tata Group completed the
takeover of Air India.

EC issues further relaxations for campaigning in poll-bound States

PNS B NEW DELHI

Ta

jgrg note of declining of

bound States, the Election
Commission on Saturday
issued fresh relaxations on the

Pradesh, Goa, Punjab,
Uttarakhand and Manipur,
reducing the campaign ban

6 am instead of 8 pm to 8 am.
The Commission also allowed
campaign padyatras with lim-

dance with guidelines of the
respective State Disaster
Management Authorities

to the EC, election campaign
can now be conducted between
6 am and 10 pm instead of ear-
lier 8 am to 8 pm. “Political par-
ties/candidates may hold their
meetings and rallies upto max-
imum of 50% of the capacity of
the designated open spaces or
the limit prescribed by SDMA,

Pad Yatra consisting not
more than permitted number
of persons as per SDMA limi-
tations and only with prior per-
mission of district authorities
will also be allowed) the
Commission said in a state-
ment. All other existing provi-
sions related to electioneering
shall continue to operate, it

Citing the rise in COVID-

19 cases, the poll panel had
imposed a ban on physical
rallies, roadshows and paday-
atras when it announced the
poll schedule for Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Goa, Punjab and
Manipur on January 8.

“The poll going states are
contributing a very small pro-
portion of the total reported
cases in the country. All India
figures of the Covid cases are
fast receding from around 3.47
Lakh on 21 January to just
about 50,000 as on Saturday.
Especially in the Poll going
states of Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Punjab, Manipur
and Goa total number of cases
which were more than 32,000
at peak on 22nd January,2022
have come down to around

3000 on 12th February, the
Commission said.

The high-decibel cam-
paigning for 55 Uttar Pradesh
Assembly seats which are going
to the polls in the second of the
seven-phase election on
February 14 came to an end on
Saturday evening as senior
leaders made a last-minute
campaign for their party can-
didates.

As many as 586 candi-
dates are in the fray in this
phase with the seats spread
across nine districts of
Saharanpur, Bijnor,
Moradabad, Sambhal, Rampur,
Amroha, Budaun, Bareilly and
Shahjahanpur. Polling will be
held on Monday from 7 am to
6 pm.

N-E not part of your idea of India? Union Min asks Rahul

vid-19 cases in poll Assembly polls in Uttar period to between 10 pm and ited number of people in accor-  (SDNgAs). The decision to
grant more
relaxation for
IST LIMITED campaign
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EXTRACT OF FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND NINE MONTH ENDED 31°' DECEMBER, 2021 the poll body
(Fig. in Lacs unless otherwise stated)| | with Union
Standalone Consolidated Health Secretary
81 Quarter Ended Year to Date Year ended| Quarier Ended Year to Date Year ended| | Saturda‘y. The
No Particulars 31.12.2021(31.12,2020 | 31.12.2021| 31.12.2020| 31.03.2021 |31,12.2021|31.12.2020| 31.12.2021|31.12.2020| 31.03.2021] | - mmission has
Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Audited |Unaudited |Unaudited | Unaudited|Unaudited | Audited been reVieWing
1 | Total Income from Operations 1031.16 | 817.48 | 342498 | 220539 | 3917.78 | 4606.35| 4327.17 | 13809.03 | 12447.02| 17711.85] | the pandemic
2 | Net Profit for the period (before Tax, Exceptional items) 365.39 | 138.25 | 17765 | 62712 969.39 | 3349.33| 3312.41|10517.70| 9576.77| 13221.92] | situation peri-
3 | Net Profit for the period before Tax (after exceptional items) 365.39 | 13825 | 117765 | 62712 969.39 | 3349.33| 331241 | 10517.70| 9576.77| 1322192 OﬁhC?HY and
4 | Net Profit for the period after tax (after exceptional items) 29168 | 12426 | ©64.84 | 54328 | 81363 | 251847 2326.35| 8034.64| 686470| 9518.26 ér‘elg;?;‘t?fn Ssome caid
5 | Total Comprehensive Income for the period (comprising Profit for the period Acc or;ii ng )
(after tax) and other comprehensive income (after tax) 29383 | 12492 | ©708S| 54529 82143 | 1679.55| 3375.71| 8669.81| 900127| 12037.56
6 | Equity Share Capital (face value of Rs. 10/~ each) 58468 | 584.68 | 58468 | 584.68 584 68 584.68( 584.68| 584.68| 584.68 58468
7 | Other Equity
8 | Earning Per Share (Face value of Rs. 10/- each)
- Basic (Rs.) 2.50 1.07 8.27 466 6.98 21.53 20.00 69.39 59.22 82.07| | New Delhi: In response to Congress
- Diluted (Rs.} 250 1.07 8.27 466 6.98 21.53 20.00 69.39 59.22 8207| | leader Rahul Gandhi's comment
NOTES: ?bout' , éhe; cotutnt% htaVéng stlr”ent}%
1 The aboveis an exiract of the detailed formatof the Slandalone and Consclidated Financial Resulls for ihe Quarter and nine month ended 31" December, 2021 filed with the Stock Exchange (BSE Ltd..) under l(l;;)g::r alﬂgraUnoion esMin?sr;géri I&iren
regulafion 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulation, 2015. The full format of the Standalone and Consolidated Financial Results are available on the Stock Exchange Riiii S da Kk . hi
ebsite (www.bseindia.com) and company's website www.istindia.com ) ‘Ju on Saturday took a swipe at him
v ' ' ) " By order of the B";’(;;’ sa or the former Congress pres-
(8.C. Jain) | | 19400 the North East is not part of his
Place : New Delhi Executive Directer | | jf#fea of India.
Dated: 12" February, 2022 DIN : 00092079 "There is strength in our Union.

Our Union of Cultures. Our Union of
Diversity. Our Union of Languages.
Our Union of People. Our Union of
States," Gandhi had said in his tweet
on Thursday.

In the same tweet, Rahul had fur-
ther added, "From Kashmir to Kerala.
From Gujarat to West Bengal. India
is beautiful in all its colours. Don't
insult the spirit of India."

Getting back at Gandhi, Rijiju,
also a BJP MP from Arunachal
Pradesh, took to Twitter saying for the
Congress leader, "India ends at West
Bengal!

"The North-East part of India,
including my beautiful state of
Arunachal Pradesh, is not part of his
idea of India," said
Rijiju. PNS






